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SHRI DATTATRAY AMBADAS MAYALOO ALIAS RAJDUTT

Shri Dattatray Ambadas Mayaloo alias Rajdutt is one of the pioneers whose work has
truly taken Marathi cinema to International standards. “Films are not only for entertainment,
but can also be used as a powerful tool for social message and a positive change in the society”
keeping this thought in mind,he worked in the Marathi film industry like a yogi for more than
60 years.

2. Born on 21% January, 1932 in Dhamangaon in Amravati district, Shri Rajdutt completed
his B.Com at Wardha in GS College of Commerce. He has been a Swayamsevak of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) since childhood and has completed three years of RSS training.

3. Shri Rajdutt participated in the activities of Aacharya Vinoba Bhave
'(Pavanaraashram). He used to accompany Professor 'Thakurdas Bang' to serve leprosy
patients in the 'Gopuri leprosy centre' near Sevagram and Baba amte's 'Anandvan Ashram'.
He is a freedom fighter who participated in the Goa Liberation movement and Dadra Nagar
Haveli movement. At a very young age, he bravely faced the jail term for two and half months
towards his loyalty to the RSS.After his graduation, he worked as a journalist with 'Dainik
Tarun Bharat Nagpur' and as an associate editor with 'Dainik Bharat Pune'. He also worked
for children's magazine 'Chandoba' at Madras (Chennai). Here he met with his guru film
director Raja Paranjape and assisted him for 7 years. As a guru dakshina, he took 'Raj' from
his guru's name and 'Dutt' from his own name and started directing films independently from
1967.He directed more than 30 movies (Marathi and Hindi) and some of them are
Madhuchandra, Devki Nandan Gopala, Shaapit, Pudhcha Paool, Ashtavinayak, Maaficha
Sakshidar, Anjaam, Doorie, Sarja etc.

4. Shri Rajdutt has directed many serials, telefilms, documentaries like Gotya, Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar, Rajgadh, Durga Bhagwat, Dr. Punjabrao Deshmukh and many more. He
has worked as a jury member for subsidy committee and has contributed significantly for
'Jagtik Marathi Parishad'. He also directed a splendid light and sound stage show 'Ananda
vanabhuvani'. He has been Adhyaksh of Sanskar Bharti for 10 years which is a cultural
branch of RSS. At the age of 92, he is still following his passion and has started with his
second innings of 'Acting' in cinemas.

Sy Shri Rajdutt won three 'National awards' for best feature film in Marathi- Shapit 1982;
Pudhcha Paool 1985 and Sarja 1987. Along with 3 national awards, he has won 13
Maharashtra State film awards, Filmfare Award for Shapit, Y. Shantaram Puraskar, Zee
Gaurav Lifetime Achievement award, Navratna award, Rajkamal Kala Mandir V. Shantaram
Puraskar, Raja Paranjpe Pratishthan Puraskar, G.D. Madgulkar and many more awards. The
Russian Council felicitated Raj dutt for Shapit. His 3 films got selected in Tashkent, Venice
and Cork festivals and he has been one of the Jury members of National film awards' twice.
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